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RECOMMENDED SOCIAL STUDIES TITLES 
FOR PRIMARY GRADES 

from Reading the World class, fall 2007 
 

These titles are recommended for the primary social studies classes but may also serve as useful introductions to students at all levels. 
 
TITLE AUTHOR PUBLISHER © ISBN 
Almost to Freedom Vaunda Micheaux Nelson Lerner 2003 157505342X 
 Lindy’s rag doll Sally witnesses the hard lives of the slaves, and then escapes with them on the Underground Railroad. 
 

The American Wei Marion Hess Pomeranc Albert Whitman & Co. 1998 0807503126 

 Wei and his family come from China and are about to become naturalized U.S. citizens. He hopes that the Tooth Fairy will visit him on the 
same day so that it will be a “double lucky day”. A fact page about American naturalization is included. 

 

Brothers in Hope: The Lost Boys of 
Sudan Mary Williams Lee and Low Books 2005 1584302321 

 Taken from actual accounts of the event, Garang explains how he joined the Lost Boys and walked from Sudan to Ethiopia and then into 
Kenya, facing many hardships during the trek. 

 

The Cats in Krasinski Square Karen Hesse Scholastic 2004 0439435404 

 This stirring account of a Jewish girl’s involvement in the Resistance is taken from an old newspaper article. At once terrifying and heartfelt, 
this fictional account, borne of meticulous research, is a testament to history and to our passionate will to survive. 

 

Dear Juno Soyung Pak Viking 1999 0670882526 

 Although Juno, a Korean American boy, cannot read the letter he receives from his grandmother in Seoul, he understands what it means from 
the photograph and dried flower that are enclosed and decides to send a similar letter back to her. 

 

Duck for President Doreen Cronin Simon & Schuster 2004 0689863772 

 
Duck, tired of his duties on the farm, decides to hold an election - registering voters, campaigning, giving speeches, to winning the election 
and holding office until he tires of his position, and so runs for governor, and then president. It covers so much, and is funny - even for adult 
readers. 

 

Elena’s Serenade Campbell Geeslin Atheneum Books for Young 
Readers 2004 0689849087 

 Join Elena in Mexico on her fantastic journey to Monterey in an enchanting story filled with magic realism and an exploration of how 
intractable, gender-based stereotypes might be broken. Joan of Arc meets the Bremen Town Musicians! 

 

Elephants Can Paint Too! Katya Arnold Atheneum Books for Young 
Readers 2005 0689869851 

 Compares the behavior of children and elephants, and explains (with accompanying photographs) how elephants are being taught to paint 
pictures in Thailand, India, and Cambodia. 
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Ella Fitzgerald: The Tale of a Vocal 

Virtuoso 
Andrea Davis Pinkney & Brian 
Pinkney Hyperion Books for Children 2002 0786805684 

 
Ella Fitzgerald began her life as a singer on the stage of the Apollo Theater when she was just seventeen years old. Her rich voice and vocal 
innovations brought her fame and a remarkable career that spanned half a century and won her fame and a remarkable career that won her 
generations of fans around the world. 

 

Ellington Was Not a Street Ntokae Shange Simon and Shuster 2004 0689828845 

 
In a reflective tribute to the African-American community of old, noted poet Ntozake Shange recalls her childhood home and the close-knit 
group of innovators that often gathered there. Their lives and works inspire us to this day, and serve as a guide to how we approach the 
challenges of tomorrow. 

 

The Fire Keepers Son Linda Sue Park Clarion Books 2004 0618133372 

 In eighteenth-century Korea, after Sang-hee’s father injures his ankle, young Sang-hee attempts to take over the task of lighting the evening 
signal fires. Includes useful historical notes. 

 

First Day in Grapes L. King Perez Lee & Low 2002 1584300450 

 Chico’s migrant family never stays in one place very long, so Chico has to go to many different schools. In his first day of third grade he 
shows his teacher that he is good in math, and this skill helps him handle bullies. 

 

Frida Johan Winter Scholastic 2002 0590203207 
 Over and over again, Frida Kahlo turned the challenges of her life into art. Follow the journey of this innovative, important Mexican artist. 
 

George Washington’s Teeth Deborah Chandra & Madeleine 
Comora Farrar, Straus and Giroux 2003 0374325340 

 
This rhyming timeline of real events in George Washington’s life is centered on the gradual loss of all of his teeth. It is historical and 
inadvertently promotes good dental hygiene. There is a great, detailed timeline of events in the back of this book, making it appropriate for 
both primary and intermediate grades. 

 

Good-Bye, 382 Shin Dang Dong Frances & Ginger Park National Geographic Society 2002 0792279859 

 Jangmi finds it hard to say goodbye to relatives and friends, plus the food, customs and beautiful things of her home in Korea, when her 
family moves to America. 

 

Head, Body, Legs: a Story from 
Liberia 

Won-Ldy Paye & Margaret H. 
Lippert Henry Holt and Co. 2002 0805065709 

 In this fable the body parts don’t work as well until they find each other. 
 

Heron Street Ann Turner Harper & Row 1989 * 0060261846 

 Through sounds of birds, animals, and increasingly advanced machines, the history of the U.S. is recounted from the land’s perspective. 
(* While this book was  published in 1989, it is such an important book that it was included.) 

 

I Lost My Tooth in Africa Penda Diakite Scholastic Press 2006 0439662265 

 A young girl visits her father’s family in Africa and hopes that while she is there that she  will lose her loose tooth so that the African Tooth 
Fairy will bring her a chicken. 
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I Pledge Allegiance: The Pledge of 

Allegiance 
with commentary by Bill Martin, 
Jr. Candlewick Press 2002 0763625272 

 An exuberant, simply illustrated explanation of the pledge filled with easy to understand definitions and examples of the words, symbols, and 
history of the pledge. Text is a respectful, introspective book for young and old. 

 

It’s Okay to Be Different Todd Parr Little, Brown and Co. 2001 0316666033 

 Illustrations and brief text describe all kinds of differences that are “okay,” such as: It’s okay to be a different color. It’s okay to need some 
help. It’s okay to be adopted. It’s okay to have a different nose. 

 

John, Paul, George and Ben Lane Smith Hyperion Books for Children 2006 0786848936 
 This is an interesting, irreverent look at some important early American historical figures. Good references at the end of the book. 
 

Journey of Oliver K. Woodman Darcy Pattison Harcourt Inc. 2003 0152023291 

 Oliver, a life-size wooden doll, is sent from South Carolina to California. Through letters and postcards from people who help Oliver on his 
trip, the reader learns about his adventures. 

 

Liberty Street Candace Ransom Walker & Co. 2003 08802788718 

 Kezia, a young slave girl, works day after day only enjoying a taste of freedom on Sundays when she spends special time with family and 
friends - and learns to read. Her mother risks her own life to send her to “Freedom.” 

 

Love, Lizzie: Letters to a Military 
Mom Lisa Tucker McElroy Albert Whitman & Co. 2005 0807547778 

 Lizzy writes letters to her mother who is serving in Iraq, including maps of her room after she moved the furniture, her class trip, and more. 
This book is very relevant today with the war in Iraq. 

 

Mañana, Iguana Ann Whitford Paul Holiday House 2004 0823418081 

 This is basically a Mexican Little Red Hen – and so fun to read, especially with the right accent. The text includes some Spanish words, but 
no fear - there is a glossary with pronunciations. 

 

Martin’s Big Words: The Life of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Doreen Rappaport Hyperion Books for Children 2001 0786807148 

 Martin Luther King Jr.’s life story, including important parts of his speeches. Also includes a timeline and bibliography. 
 

My Chinatown: One Year in Poems Kam Mak Harper Collins Publishers 2002 0060291907 

 This book of poems reads like a story – a small boy experiencing life in America, but in Chinatown, familiar yet new to him. Great 
illustrations. 

 

My Grandmother’s Clock Geraldine McCaughrean Clarion Books 2002 0618216952 

 

A grandmother explains to her grandchild why she doesn’t need a clock to tell her what time of the day, week, month, year it is – from 
shadows, to seasons, to shapes of the moon. 
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My Name is Yoon Helen Recorvits Frances Foster Books 2003 0374351147 

 Yoon’s name means Shining Wisdom, and when she writes it in Korean, it looks  happy, like dancing figures. At her new school, she tries out 
different names – maybe CAT or BIRD or CUPCAKE! 

 

Odd Boy Out Don Brown Houghton Mifflin Co. 2004 0618492984 

 Albert Einstein loved music and math, but few other subjects in school. When he discovers geometry, his mind takes him to new theories of 
space and time, which eventually wins him the Nobel Prize. 

 

The Once Upon a Time Map Book B.G. Hennessy Candlewick Press 2004 0763625213 

 
This book, although not really a read-aloud, has wonderfully illustrated maps of enchanted lands from familiar fairy tales that allow kids to 
have fun learning map skills (using a grid, map key, etc.) while traveling the map in search of the “treasures.” An atlas meets fairy tale meets 
I-spy book. 

 

Papa’s Mark Gwendolyn Battle-Lavert Holiday House, Inc. 2004 082341650X 

 An African-American boy teaches his father how to write his name so that when he votes (when black men were finally able to vote) he can 
hold his head high and sign his name. 

 

Pilgrim Cat Carol Antoinette Peacock Albert Whitman and Co. 2004 0807565326 

 A stray cat journeys across the Atlantic on the Mayflower befriending a young girl traveling with her family to the “new land.” Many die on 
the journey, but those who do survive owe their lives to the Wanpanoag tribe for all it taught them. 

 

A Place to Grow Soyung Pak Scholastic Press 2002 0439130158 

 This is the story of a father and daughter who work together in their garden as he  explains what a seed needs to flourish and the reasons why 
their family immigrated to a new country - looking for hope, sunlight, peace, and the good earth. 

 

Recess at 20° Below Zero Cindy Allard Alaska Northwest Books 2005 0882406094 

 Through minimal text, a girl describes dressing for and enjoying recess in Alaska. It’s relevant and fun for Alaskan kids with lots of 
possibilities for classroom extensions. 

 

Roberto Clemente: Pride of the 
Pittsburg Pirates Jonah Winter Atheneum 2005 0689856431 

 Roberto Clemente grew up in Puerto Rico where he learned to play baseball with  soup cans. With his tremendous ability he helped the 
Pittsburg Pirates win the World Series twice, but he faced discrimination as a Latino. 

 

Rosa Nikki Giovanni Henry Holt and Co. 2005 0805071067 

 Fifty years after her refusal to give up her seat on a Montgomery, Alabama, city bus, this picture book celebrates her courageous actions and 
the events that followed. 

 

Say Something Peggy Moss Tilbury House 2004 0884482618 

 
A short, succinct, powerful story about how pervasive bullying is told through the eyes of an innocent narrator. Several effective ways to “say 
something” are outlined in the appendix. 
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Searching for Oliver K. Woodman Darcy Pattison Harcourt, Inc. 2005 0152051848 

 Tameka writes a letter to her favorite uncle asking him to visit. In his place he sends a wooden friend, “Oliver” to visit. Oliver travels across 
the U.S. in various regionally unique and fun ways. 

 

Shades of Black: A Celebration of 
Our Children Sandra L. & Myles C. Pinkney Scholastic, Inc. 2005 0439148928 

 This simple book of photographs shows and talks about all the beautiful colors and shades of black (skin). 
 

Show Way Jacqueline Woodson G.P. Putnam Sons 2005 0399237496 

 The “show way” quilts and their stories were passed on from mothers to daughters through seven generations of black women from pre-Civil 
War times to the present - to the author, and to her daughter. 

 

Squashed in the Middle Elizabeth Winthrop Henry Holt and Co. 2005 0805064974 
 A quiet child was often overlooked in her loud and controlling family until she is fed up and surprises them all by asserting her independence. 
 

Togo Robert Blake Philomel Books 2004 0399233814 
 Togo, Leonard Seppala’s lead dog, faces harsh weather and ice conditions while attempting to get the anti-diphtheria serum to Nome. 
 

Vote! Eileen Christelow Clarion Books 2003 0618247548 

 Chris Smith is running for mayor so her two dogs learn all the steps of the electoral process. Includes a glossary and timeline of voting rights 
in the U.S. 

 

What Charlie Heard Mordicai Gerstein Farrar, Straus and Giroux 2002 0374382921 

 Charles Ives loved all kinds of noises. He started composing music in high school, but it was not performed publicly until fifty years later 
because it was so different. 

 

Wow! America Robert Newbecker Hyperion Books for Children 2006 0786838167 

 This book of (mainly) illustrations takes the reader chasing Izzy and her baby sister across our vast nation, visiting popular landmarks along 
the way - they even come north to Alaska! 

 

Zen Shorts John J. Muth Scholastic Press 2005 0439339111 

 Stillwater the Giant Panda tells stories based on ancient Japanese literature to three young children. This causes the children, along with the 
reader, to question their  own habits and fears. 

 

 


